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A man with a painful past. A child with a doubtful future. And a shared journey toward healing for

both their hearts... It begins on the shaded town square in a sleepy Southern town. A spirited

seven-year-old has a brisk business at her lemonade stand. But the little girlâ€™s pretty yellow

dress canâ€™t quite hide the ugly scar on her chest. The stranger understands more about it than

he wants to admit. And the beat-up bread truck careening around the corner with its radio blaring is

about to change the trajectory of both their lives. Before itâ€™s over, theyâ€™ll both know there are

painful reasons why crickets cry... and that miracles lurk around unexpected corners.
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When Crickets Cry is a book about the heart. It's a book about that funky-looking muscle in our

chests that pumps the blood throughout our bodies. It's a book about that ephemeral thing we call

the heart when we speak about love and passion. It's a book about the place where the two--that

muscle and other thing--intersect.It's also one of the best books I've been asked to review, and

certainly the best one this year!The StoryReese Mitch is a guy who works on boats on a lake in

Georgia. Expensive boats owned by rich people who can afford to pay someone else lots of money

to refurbish what would probably look to most of us like an old tub. With his blind brother-in-law

Charlie as his partner, Reese's skills are in high demand.There's more to Reese than meets the

eye, though. For one thing, he used to be married. And he used to be a phenomenal heart surgeon.

But no one in this little corner of Georgia knows that (except Charlie, and he's willing to keep quiet).

To them, Reese is just that strange, vagrant-looking guy ... until one day when he saves the life of



Annie, a seven year old little girl who needs a heart transplant as is everyone's favorite lemonade

saleswoman.With flashbacks and details (about heart surgery, rowing, and boat repair), When

Crickets Cry tells a story--the story--of the human heart and it's enormous capacity and

resilience.The WritingThe story starts slow, but still drew me along, rather like a slow fishing boat

trying to pull a skier aloft. But that's just part of the overall motif. Like a diseased heart (and I mean

that in the best possible way), this book starts slow, then builds to a fevered pitch as the heart beats

harder and harder, faster and faster.

Let me begin with a reminder that this is a work of fiction, a novel, to be enjoyed for its story, not for

its factual detail. That said, there is a large part of this story that rings so true to life, with basis on

the author's interviews with real heart transplant surgeons, that it may be hard to keep that in mind

as the story gets so engrossing and enters the reader's own heart.Author Charles Martin writes

stories dealing with lives that come to life in the telling. In this about to be released (due out April

4th, 2006) new book about a recluse heart transplant surgeon, we come close to feeling the

emotions and fears of such a doctor as he deals with three patients whose lives depend on

receiving heart transplants through his gifted skills. They are not only patients but become

connected to his own heart in ways that I cannot describe without giving away the storyline. Leave it

be said their lives become intertwined as your own heart also in reading their stories. Be

forewarned, this book quickly engulfs its reader such that I began the book as my plane left

Philadelphia, and by the time it had landed 5 hours later, I had to finish it before I could continue

with the business of my travels. Later, as we often do with really special stories, my wife and I read

it aloud to each other, crying and laughing out loud, trading reading roles as our eyes filled with

tears of joy and sadness, blurring our vision. Together we found the same engrossing experience,

unable to put it down until the full story had unfolded, and then we fell back, emotionally exhausted

with smiles on our faces. Her description of this book was in two words, "heart-filled and heartfelt.
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